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Debate: Scoring Rubric 
 

 4 Points Each 3 Points Each 2 Points Each 1 Point Each 

Argument  Group takes twelve 
minutes to present 
the argument and 
includes all 
members  

Group takes less 
than twelve 
minutes to present 
the argument 
and/or includes 
most of members  
 

Group takes very 
little time to 
present the 
argument and/or 
includes very few 
members  

Group takes very 
little time to 
present the ar-
gument and/or 
includes only one 
or two  members  

Knowledge  Group has very 
good knowledge of 
the topic and a 
grasp of both pro 
and con details  

Group has basic 
knowledge of the 
topic and a grasp 
of both pro and con 
details  
 

Group has some 
knowledge of the 
topic and pro and 
con details  

Group has very 
little knowledge of 
the topic and pro 
and con details 

 Support  Research is well 
supported with 
documentation, 
logic, and 
reasoning  

Research is 
supported with 
documentation, 
logic, and 
reasoning  

Research is 
supported with 
very little 
documentation, 
logic, and 
reasoning  
 

Research is 
supported with little 
or no 
documentation, 
logic, and 
reasoning  

Presentation  Students are 
poised (eye 
contact, gestures, 
voice), give 
concrete 
examples, and 
answer questions 
accurately  

Students are 
poised (eye 
contact, gestures, 
voice) much of the 
time, give 
examples, and 
answer questions 
accurately  

Students are only 
somewhat poised 
(eye contact, 
gestures, voice) 
give few examples, 
or do not always 
answer questions 
correctly  
 

Students are not 
poised (eye 
contact, gestures, 
voice) give few or 
no examples, 
and/or do not 
answer questions  
correctly  

 


